Congressman Fred Upton 

Chairman House Committee on Energy and Commerce 

2183 Rayburn House Office Building 

Washington, DC 20515 

and 

Congressman John Shimkus 

Chairman Subcommittee on Environment and Economy 

2452 Rayburn House Office Building

Washington, DC 20515

January 14, 2011

Dear Congressman Upton and Congressman Shimkus,

I am writing to you because I am concerned about the current state of the sub-seabed in the Gulf of Mexico (GOM) and want to provide you with data regarding this matter, as this vital issue falls squarely under the Committee on Energy and Commerce, and most particularly under its Subcommittee on Environment and Economy.

1) I am an Independent Geohazards Specialist with 30 years of experience in the Oil and Gas Industry. I have worked for major oil companies as their geohazards expert, providing analyses on the integrity of the sea floor and the safe proceeding of offshore drilling and construction in specific geological areas. Major contractors and consultant companies that I have worked for include Fugro Geodetic (M) Sdn Bhd, TL Geohydrographics Sdn Bhd, and RPS Energy Pty Ltd. I have a long and unblemished track record of assessing the geohazards of more than 200 drilling locations in some of the most adverse geological conditions. All had been drilled or constructed safely. In my work as the quality control and quality assurance client representative for major oil companies like Petronas, Shell, ENI, Pearl Oil and Norasian (OttoEnergy), I have critically reviewed and provided key recommendations to avert impending disasters from flawed geophysical interpretation and geohazards assessments.

2) Since the beginning of the Deepwater Horizon blowout, I have been deeply concerned about the fragile, highly fractured and faulted Salt Intrusive-Geology that was a major contributing factor to the uncontrollable continuing hydrocarbon seepage out of the Macondo reservoir. The continuing hydrocarbon seepage would have long term, irreversible and potentially dire consequences in the GOM as follows:

a. the vaporization of enormous amounts of methane hydrates on a scale not seen before 

b. the release of stresses between the lower and upper crust resulting in the abnormal occurrences of low magnitude, shallow earthquakes adjacent to the New Madrid Fault 

c. the sub-seabed underground erosion in the vicinity of the shelf edge undermining the slope stability with possible tsunami-generating, giant, submarine landslides.

3) There is no question that the oil seepages, gas columns, fissures and blowout craters in the seafloor around the Macondo wellhead, observed from the ROV videos, have been the direct result of indiscriminate drilling, grouting, injection of dispersant and other undisclosed recovery activities. As the rogue well had not been successfully cemented and plugged at the base of the well by the relief wells, unknown quantities of hydrocarbons are still leaking out from the reservoir at high pressure and are seeping through multiple fault lines to the seabed. It is not possible to “cap” this oil

leakage. Until a solution is found to seal these fissures, the hydrocarbons, including Hydrogen Sulfide (H2S), will continue to leak uncontrollably, continuously spewing toxic matter to the detriment of the marine life, while posing significant public health risks.

4) To be able to authoritatively discern what is happening in the video taken at 5,000 feet below sea level from a Remotely Operated Vehicle, one has to have a fair degree of familiarity with analyzing these types of images, and understand what one is looking at. My professional interpretation of the following footages is offered to give the viewer a realistic understanding of what was going on at the Macondo Wells.

5) http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=7aDI2X5hMOo. In this footage you will see a tilting wellhead (identified as Well A in my previous articles) with rising clouds of methane saturated seawater, gas bubbles of methane and re-crystallized methane crystals floating close to the seabed in the vicinity of the Macondo wellhead. You can also see new fissures and a bulging seabed developing together with an already blown crater.

6) http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=SF5pWTvu5L4. In this footage, you can see the horizontal white guide rope for the surveying ROV disappearing into a dense, darkish cloud of oily fluid. The white specks falling slowly to the seabed are probably remnant pieces of grout that had been carried to higher altitude by a rising column of gas at the active venting fissures. The re-crystallized methane is more feathery (transparent and lighter) and seems life-like with changing color due to refracted light.

7) http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=7_DgHYF8rKg&feature=related A short video capturing the periodic expulsion of gas through one of the fissures on the seabed. Like geysers, the escaping gas needs to accumulate beneath the top sediment cover until the built-up pressure exceeds the combined water-column and overburden pressure just before each periodic expulsion.

8) These images extracted from ROV videos are pools of tar/oil or oily sediment at the seafloor caused by this oil spill.

9) Although it is very difficult, under the current circumstances, to obtain clear footage of what is going on at that depth, my extensive training and experience in analyzing these types of situations, combined with these footages and others which I have access to, provides proof that oil and gas are still seeping unabated from the uncontrolled leaking reservoir.

We are in the process of creating a new website that will provide assembled articles and further documentation as a public service, and intend to have that accessible within a few weeks. I will provide that link to you as soon as the site becomes active.

Sincerely,

Gulf Rescue Alliance

